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Adam Aaronson FSDC
Joseph Bray FSDC
Hazel Connors MSDC
Marshall Colman MSDC
Michel Dembinski (Treasurer)
Kayley Holderness FSDC
Kate Mason (Chair)
Dan Maier FSDC
Leon van Heerden
Steve Wager FSDC

Adam Aaronson FSDC
Adam is a full-time glass artist whose studio is in West
Horsley, Surrey. He has been a member of Council
since 2011 and is the Chairman of the Selection
Committee. He has exhibited and sold his work
internationally in more than 20 countries.
For many years he also ran a gallery, so he has
experience of both aspects of the marketplace. He
recently made the glass for Mary Branson’s "New
Dawn” This artwork celebrates Women’s Suffrage and
is installed in Westminster Hall in the Houses of
Parliament.

Joseph Bray FSDC
Joseph joined the Society in 2000 on graduation as a
furniture designer-maker. He has been a member of
council since 2008 regularly sending communications
to members and publishing the newsletter for the past
eight years. He was awarded a Churchill Fellowship
to explore furniture craft education in 2018 and
subsequently established the Sylva Wood School in
Oxfordshire to take his recommendations forward. In
2019 Joseph was made a Fellow in recognition of his
work in the field of craft education.

Hazel Connors MSDC
Hazel has been a member of the Society since 2007. With a PhD
in chemistry, she worked in R&D and new product development
for companies such as McVitie’s, Terrys and Fazer before setting
up her own business in product innovation. Loving all forms of
creativity, she qualified in Stitched Textiles at Windsor and now
works in mixed media. She enjoys making site-inspired work and
exhibiting in non-traditional ways. Hazel has staged exhibitions in
public spaces and galleries and was awarded Arts Council
funding for a UK Touring exhibition. In 2020 Hazel joined the
Society’s Exhibition Team and in 2021 joined Council where she
will ensure that exhibitions are considered in all Society planning
and serve the Society’s objects as well as members interests.

Marshall Colman MSDC
Marshall first became interested in ceramics when he was a
student at Keele University. After graduating, he trained with
Judith Partridge at the Rodmell Pottery, then took a long break
from professional making to work in public administration.
Marshall has extensive experience of policy formation,
organisational review, fundraising, project management and
public and voluntary sector consultancy. In 2006, Marshall
studied on the Harrow BA Ceramics course and returned to fulltime making in 2009. His work is featured in several publications,
he is also a writer and curator. Marshall joined the SDC Council
in 2017, where his main contribution has been the design and
implementation of the new mentoring scheme.

Michel Dembinski (Treasurer)
Michel joined Council in March 2020 as Treasurer
for the Society. Michel is a former international
banker; his latest position was at MUFG Bank
where he was Managing Director.
His international career brought him to Japan,
Paris, New York and London with top financial
institutions. He currently acts as consultant to
airlines and investors in financial matters relating
to their asset investment and business strategies.

Kayley Holderness FSDC
Kayley primarily works with clay and teaches workshops from her
pottery studio in Islington, North London. She joined the Society in
2009 and has been actively involved for the past eight years. Her
responsibilities started with book-keeping and minute-taking at
meetings, and she became Membership Secretary in 2015,
continuing in the role for two years. Kayley officially joined Council
in 2017. Kayley was appointed Chair of the Society at the end of
March 2020 and stayed in post for a year whilst Council searched
for someone to take the role more permanently. She is very excited
to continue working with Council in 2021, as the Trustee
responsible for the ShareCraft Programme and SDC Social Media.

Kate Mason (Chair)
Kate Mason is the Director of The Big Draw and brings
with her a wealth of experience in the arts, culture and heritage
sector. She has a long-standing interest in the arts and crafts
movement and William Morris, having studied both Morris and
John Ruskin from a young age. Kate is a Companion of
The Guild of St George, she has vast experience of working
with museums and galleries, and implementing marketing,
fundraising and social media campaigns. Since becoming a
Trustee in early 2021, Kate has been working with the other
Council members to develop the SDC strategy and increase
visibility and understanding of the Society and its work.

Dan Maier FSDC
Dan is a long-standing member of the Society, her
discipline being textiles. Her lighting designs sold
through Harvey Nichols, Liberty, Heals and John Lewis
and numerous stores worldwide. Several were national
best-sellers, sparking a revolution in contemporary
lighting in the 1990’s. Dan now works to commission on
multi-media pieces for interiors, theatre, window display
and advertising. She has coached and mentored
hundreds of designer-makers, helping them to grow
their businesses. Dan became a trustee 2020 and also
brings commercial property experience to Council,
facilitating the letting of the Society’s building in
Rivington Street. She has been instrumental in building
our volunteer teams and member engagement with
regard to exhibitions, social media and events.

Leon van Heerden
Leon has been working with glass under the tutelage of one of
our very own FSDCs for eight years. He has a love for the arts
and is keen to help the Society to flourish. Leon comes to us
with a background in consultation and problem-solving, and an
encyclopaedic knowledge of GDPR compliance requirements.
His area of responsibility will be Information Management. Leon
will help us to set up robust systems for administration and find
the most appropriate platforms for Council and our committees
to access information easily. This will empower us all to work
more efficiently and effectively.

Steve Wager FSDC
Steve joined the SDC Council in 2013. He has over
40 years’ experience as a Goldsmith / Silversmith
and Jeweller, is a Freeman of the City of London
and the Worshipful Company of Goldsmiths, and a
fellow of the Institute of Professional Goldsmiths.
Steve has been a keen mentor for young Society
members, is often on the Selection Committee for
appointing new members and recently helped to
decorate and empty the Rivington Street building in
the run up to letting it out.

