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Society of Designer Craftsmen announces a new Chair of the Council 
and Board of Trustees 

 
Image credits: left to right – portrait of Kate Mason; Kevin Stamper FSDC, “Morning Storm”; Darren Ball MSDC, 

 “Terry & Melissa”. 
 
Kate Mason has been announced as the new Chair of the Society of Designer Craftsmen – the charity 
which promotes and supports the work of creative thinkers, designers and makers who innovate through 
their exploration of materials and skills. Originally known as The Arts and Crafts Exhibition Society, the 
organisation celebrates its 134th birthday this year. 
Kate takes over as Chair from Kayley Holderness FSDC who has been Interim Chair for the last 12 months. 
 
Commenting on her recent appointment Kate Mason said: 
 
“I'm absolutely delighted to be announced as the new Chair of the Society of Designer Craftsmen. There are 
few societies that bring together an illustrious heritage and arts-historical pedigree, alongside a 
contemporary active craft, making and design membership.   
When originally conceived in 1887, this pioneering group were the change-makers, creative thinkers, and 
positive activists of their time. They encouraged people to re-examine societal beliefs, economic structures, 
and civic values with a view to making lives healthier and happier for all - all things that are still very much 
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needed, now more than ever. The ideals from this broad movement are constantly re-visited and emulated 
across art, craft and design, as well as providing inspiration for new more sustainable models of living and 
ideologies.” 
 
Kate Mason – Chair, Society of Designer Craftsmen 
 
Kayley Holderness FSDC commenting on her successor said: 
 
“I’m delighted to welcome Kate Mason as the new Chair of the SDC. It’s such an exciting time in the Society's 
development and with her extensive background in the heritage and arts charity sector and her own personal 
interests in the Arts and Crafts Movement, Kate is uniquely qualified to lead the Society through positive 
change. We're thrilled to have someone of such high calibre join the team and I'm very much looking forward 
to working with her in the years to come.” 
 
Kayley Holderness FSDC – Trustee and past Chair, Society of Designer Craftsmen 
 
Sir Christopher Frayling, Current President and Patron of the Society of Designer Craftsmen said: 
 
"As Patron of the Society, I'm delighted to welcome Kate Mason as our new Chair. She takes over at a very 
exciting time for the crafts in the UK.  
On television, in museums and galleries, on the lifestyle pages of newspapers and magazines, and in 
countless homes, the crafts have become more visible than ever before.  
The Society of Designer Craftsmen goes back a long way (134 years at the last count, to the original Arts and 
Crafts Movement).  
I'm sure that with Kate's appointment, the Society - and the makers it represents - are about to enter a 
particularly significant new chapter..." 
 
Sir Christopher Frayling – Former Rector of the Royal College of Art and Chair of Arts Council England and the 
Design Council. 
 
Kayley Holderness FSDC is a Ceramic Artist who works from her studio in North London. Kayley has been 
involved with the Society since 2009 and, after spending a year as Interim Chair, remains a member of the 
SDC Council. As a Society Fellow and educator, she continues to advocate for and raise the profile of the 
Society’s work, whilst promoting high standards of British craftsmanship. 
A graduate of the Ceramic Design BA at Central Saint Martins, Kayley is about to embark on her eighth year 
of running the successful and independent Islington Pottery Workshops at Islington Arts Factory, facilitating 
workshops and making ceramics accessible to people of all ages. 
 
Kate Mason has worked consistently in a variety of roles across the arts, heritage, community, cultural and 
creative industries sectors over the last 26 years.  A strategist, persuader, and cultural broker, she is a 
passionate advocate for the value of the arts, crafts, and design as key pillars for a broad and balanced 
education. 
Kate’s early passion kick-started her career with an MA in Heritage Studies (Museums & Galleries 
Interpretation) and a thesis around the Arts & Crafts Movement and the role and influence of William Morris 
and John Ruskin. These interests continue to be reflected in her ongoing work and commitments. 
She currently works as the Director for arts education and visual literacy charity The Big Draw, which also 
runs the UK wide John Ruskin Contemporary Arts and Crafts Prize.  Kate is a Companion of The Guild of St 
George, an educational charity devoted to the arts, crafts and the rural economy, which was founded in 1871 
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by John Ruskin. She is also a Trustee of the House of Imagination, an arts-based action research charity which 
supports children in their exploration and expression of ideas, helping them develop creative skills for life. 
 
Sir Christopher Frayling was appointed President of the Society of Designer Craftsmen in 1998. In 1979 Sir 
Christopher Frayling was appointed first professor of Cultural History at the Royal College of Art. In 
partnership with the V&A, Imperial College, the Arts Council, and the Tate, he pioneered joint postgraduate 
courses. Knighted for services to Art and Design education in 2001 he has garnered attention for both his 
writing and broadcasting and is the author of over a dozen books. Christopher is also former Rector of the 
Royal College of Art and Chair of Arts Council England and the Design Council. 
He is one of the most wide-ranging cultural historians of our time and continues to be a powerful force, 
champion, and voice in the world of art, craft, and design. 
 
The Members of the Society 
To find out more about the work of the Society of Designer Craftsmen and its Members, visit 
www.societyofdesignercraftsmen.org.uk 
 
ENDS CONTACT 
For further information, quotes, comments, images and interviews. 
E: info@societyofdesignercraftsmen.org.uk 
 
NOTES TO EDITORS 
 
About the Society of Designer Craftsmen: 
 
The Society promotes and supports the work of creative thinkers, designers and makers who continue to 
innovate in the crafts through their exploration of materials and skills. 
The Society is run by a dedicated council of current Society members. Our national membership is made up 
of professional designer makers across various craft disciplines. We support our members through major 
exhibitions, professional and creative networks, workshops, mentoring and many other events and 
initiatives. 
As the oldest multi-disciplinary Society in the UK, we are proud to have included within our ranks some of 
the most important designer makers of the past, as well as a growing number of the finest, most exciting and 
respected designer makers of today. 
 
The Arts and Crafts Exhibition Society    (the previous name for the Society of Designer Craftsmen) 
 
Formed as the Arts and Crafts Exhibition Society in 1887 with Walter Crane as the society's first President, 
the purpose of the society was to give a voice to, and to organise exhibitions for, the growing body of 
designer makers.  
The Arts and Crafts Movement was one of the most influential, profound, and far-reaching design 
movements of modern times. It began in Britain around 1880 and quickly spread around the world. 
It grew out of a concern for the effects of industrialisation on design, on traditional skills and on the lives of 
ordinary people. In response, it established a new set of principles for living and working. It advocated the 
reform of art at every level and across a broad social spectrum. The movement took its name from the Arts 
and Crafts Exhibition Society, but it encompassed a very wide range of like-minded societies, workshops, and 
manufacturers. This was a movement unlike any that had gone before. Its pioneering spirit of reform, and 
the value it placed on the quality of materials and design, as well as life, shaped the world we live in today. 
 


